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Page 2: About you    

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?   

an individual   

  

Which of the following best describes you? (If you are a professional or academic, but not in a subject 

relevant to the consultation, please choose "Member of the public".)   

Professional with experience in a relevant subject   

  

Please select the category which best describes your organisation   

No Response   

  

Please choose one of the following; if you choose the first option, please provide your name or the name 

of your organisation as you wish it to be published.   

I would like this response to be anonymous (the response may be published, but no name)  

 
Name or Name of Organisation  
nnnnnnnnnnnnn  

  

Please provide details of a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. 

Email is preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these 

details.   

nnnnnnnnnnnn 
  

  

Page 7: Your views on the proposal    

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to introduce strict liability for football 

clubs in Scotland?   



Partially opposed  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response  
Following the shambles that is the Offensive Behaviour Act, I do agree that clubs should be held 
responsible for the inappropriate behaviour of supporters but it is essential that their is a fully  
comprehensive, unbiased and unauthoritarian consensus of what inappropriate actually is. Acts like these 

are far too often Orwellian in nature, and although the responsibility can be shifted from the state to 

individual clubs, it can easily be manipulated to control the behaviour and free speech of working class  

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to introduce strict liability for football 

clubs in Scotland?   

supporters. The only immediate benefit I can see from this sea change is that it may prevent young 

supporters from being unnecessarily chargered and carrying criminal records.  

  

Q2. Could the aims of this proposal be better delivered in another way (without a Bill in the Scottish 

Parliament)?   

No  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response  
There has to be a legal consensus to protect football fans and clubs from the 'informed judgements' of 

police Scotland and local authorities  

  

Q3. What do you think would be the main advantages, if any, of holding clubs responsible for the 

behaviour of their supporters?   

It was my understanding that clubs were already responsible for controlling what happens within the 
grounds. They can't reasonably be expected to be liable for the behaviour of individual supporters outside 
also.   

  

  

Q4. What do you think would be the main disadvantages, if any, of holding clubs responsible for the 

behaviour of their supporters?   

Being fined unnecessarily for behaviours, alienation of their fan base, a control of freedom of speech, 
homogenisation of club history and culture, financial implications for already struggling teams.   

  

  

Page 11: Behaviours and sanctions    

Q5. If there is to be a system of strict liability, which of the following behaviours do you think should be 

covered (choose all that apply)--   



The throwing of objects  

 
Acts of damage  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response  
Things like threatening behaviour concerns me. For example the definition of threatening is objective, but 

also change change massively from setting to setting, when tentions are high (e.g. What is seen 

threatening at an old firm game might not be so threatening in the light of day) .  

  

Q6. If there is to be a system of strict liability, which of the following sanctions do you think should be available 

(choose all that apply)--   

Community action (e.g. education programmes, working with local schools)  

 
Other (please specify)  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response  
I believe education not criminisation is the way forward. It's time teams were encouraged to contribute to 

communities more anyway.  

  

Page 13: Financial implications    

Q7. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the 

proposed Bill to have on:   

 

 
   

Significant 

increase in 

cost  

Some  
increase 

in cost  

Broadly 

costneutral  
Some  

reduction 

in cost  

Significant 

reduction in 

cost  
Unsure  

 

(a) Football clubs     X              

(b) Football 

supporters and 

other individuals  
   X              

(c) Scottish  
Government and 

public sector bodies  
(such as Police 

Scotland)  

               X  

 

Please explain the reasons for your response.  



Well the government and local authorises stand to make money from fining football clubs no?  

  

Page 14: Equalities    

Q8. What overall impact is the proposed Bill likely to have on equality, taking account of the following 

protected characteristics (under the Equality Act 2010): age, disability, gender re-assignment, marriage and 

civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion and belief, sex, sexual orientation?   

Unsure  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response  
I do not think historically, there has been any equality in how authorities have handled the issue of 

sectarianism in Scotland, I don't foresee this being any different.  

  

Q9. In what ways could any negative impact of the proposed Bill on any of these protected characteristics 

be minimised or avoided?   

Not just tying it into legislation, but using equalities legislation in practice.   
  
Considering and using the UN convention for human rights in regards to free speech.  
  
Education of fans, clubs and government officials who are to implement the bill (bigots don't just exist in 
the terraces).   

  

  

Page 16: Sustainability of the proposal    

Q10. Do you consider that the proposed Bill can be delivered sustainably, i.e. without having likely future 

disproportionate economic, social and/or environmental impacts?   

No  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  
Not in Scotland. It will be a short sighted penalitive act like everything that has came before.  

  

Page 17: General    

Q11. Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the proposal to introduce strict liability for 

football clubs in Scotland?   



Sectarianism isn't really to do with football. It's religion, history and culture. Although it often manifests 
itself in the terraces. Open, honest and productive education should be used in schools and communities, 
instead of penalisation from a government and police who in the eyes of many have already failed them 
(see Offensive Behaviour Act).   

  

  


