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Page 2: About you    

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?   

on behalf of an organisation   

  

Which of the following best describes you? (If you are a professional or academic, but not in a subject 

relevant to the consultation, please choose "Member of the public".)   

No Response   

  

Please select the category which best describes your organisation   

Other (e.g. clubs, local groups, groups of individuals, etc.)   

  

Please choose one of the following; if you choose the first option, please provide your name or the name 

of your organisation as you wish it to be published.   

I am content for this response to be attributed to me or my organisation  

 
Name or Name of Organisation  
Airdrieonians Football Club  

  

Please provide details of a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. 

Email is preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these 

details.   
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Page 7: Your views on the proposal    

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to introduce strict liability for football 

clubs in Scotland?   



Fully opposed  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response  
This is detailed in response to other later questions.  

  

Q2. Could the aims of this proposal be better delivered in another way (without a Bill in the Scottish 

Parliament)?   

Yes (if so, please explain below)  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response This 

will be given in details in later questions.  

  

Q3. What do you think would be the main advantages, if any, of holding clubs responsible for the 

behaviour of their supporters?   

There are no advantages to be gained by this using strict liability.  
  

  

Q4. What do you think would be the main disadvantages, if any, of holding clubs responsible for the 

behaviour of their supporters?   

This point is irrelevant.  
All Clubs who are members of the SFA and SPFL are already subject to rules and regulation concerning 
supporter behaviour.  
We all undergo Club Licencing Audits annually and this are is covered extensively.  We 
have to adhere to the UEFA 10 point action plan.   

  

  

Page 11: Behaviours and sanctions    

Q5. If there is to be a system of strict liability, which of the following behaviours do you think should be 

covered (choose all that apply)--   

Please explain the reasons for your response  
There should be no system of strict liability. As noted above there is a robust system already in place and 

all the items above are covered in the Uefa plan and more recently in the guide in respect of what it and 

how to deal with Unacceptable Conduct in Scottish Football.  

  



Q6. If there is to be a system of strict liability, which of the following sanctions do you think should be available 

(choose all that apply)--   

Please explain the reasons for your response  
We have chosen not to respond to this. Clubs are already held accountable as detailed in previous 

responses. When you join organisations, you agree to abide to the rules and be subject to disciplinary 

actions if you break these. The SFA have a robust system in the Judicial Panel System and its powers and 

wide.  

  

Page 13: Financial implications    

Q7. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the 

proposed Bill to have on:   

 

 
   

Significant 

increase in 

cost  

Some  
increase in 

cost  

Broadly 

costneutral  
Some  

reduction in 

cost  

Significant 

reduction in 

cost  
Unsure  

 

(a) Football clubs  X                 

(b) Football 

supporters and 

other individuals  
X                 

(c) Scottish  
Government and 

public sector bodies  
(such as Police 

Scotland)  

X                 

 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  
Currently our Club has to comply with the Green Guide as we have a new style stadium. This runs at 

approximately £ 2 per person attending the game for stewarding alone. Any new legislation leaves us in a 

position of having to increase this resource " just in case". We could not take the risk of not increasing cover 

and as we find it difficult to cope at present any increased cost would seriously imping on our ability to look 

forward. The only way would be to pass the increase on- there is a rule that opposition fans cannot be 

charged more that home fans for similar accommodation . so in the case of a large visiting support who give 

us possible cause for concern, our own fans would have to pay the price too. If this bill were brought in, 

government bodies would have more involvement with Clubs which would naturally have to be paid from 

somewhere. Clubs would have to revert to them on a more regular basis for guidance and the administration 

costs would rise on their side.   

  



Page 14: Equalities    

Q8. What overall impact is the proposed Bill likely to have on equality, taking account of the following 

protected characteristics (under the Equality Act 2010): age, disability, gender re-assignment, marriage and 

civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion and belief, sex, sexual orientation?   

Neutral (neither positive nor negative)  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response  
Yet again there are robust procedures already in place at all football clubs to deal with this and possible 

disciplinary action if not adhered to.  

  

Q9. In what ways could any negative impact of the proposed Bill on any of these protected characteristics 

be minimised or avoided?   

The bill is wholly negative .  
  

  

Page 16: Sustainability of the proposal    

Q10. Do you consider that the proposed Bill can be delivered sustainably, i.e. without having likely future 

disproportionate economic, social and/or environmental impacts?   

No  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  
It will a wholly negative impact on Scottish football. It will totally demoralise all the real football supporters 

who would be taking responsibility for a mindless few It will increase costs to such an extent that it may 

drive some teams to wonder what the point is. It wioll negate all the good work already done by The SFA, 

The SPFL and the clubs themselves.  

  

Page 17: General    

Q11. Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the proposal to introduce strict liability for 

football clubs in Scotland?   



It will destroy Scottish Football as we know it today.  
It is a sledge hammer to crack a nut.  
At Excelsior Stadium recently we had a cup game against Dundee United Fc where in the final few 
minutes a few DUFC supporters spilled over onto the pitch in celebration . ( The people amounted to less 
that 1% of the total crowd)  
As a result and under existing rules, both clubs were subject to a lengthy and exhaustive investigation by 
the SFA Judicial Panel.  
Both Clubs were able to demonstrate that all possible plane had been implemented and carried out by 
the letter of the law.  
There is no system that is 100% fool proof but clubs embrace the necessity to put in place such 
measures as they can to ensure player , official and fan safety.  
If not they are subject to the scrutiny as shown below.  
As such there is no need for this legislation which will only damage football itself, make all those already 
investing in the game question their involvement in the game and hurt the fans to an extent that they will 
be driven away by escalating costs.   

  

  


