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Page 2: About you    

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?   

an individual   

  

Which of the following best describes you? (If you are a professional or academic, but not in a subject 

relevant to the consultation, please choose "Member of the public".)   

Member of the public   

  

Please select the category which best describes your organisation   

No Response   

  

Please choose one of the following; if you choose the first option, please provide your name or the name 

of your organisation as you wish it to be published.   

I am content for this response to be attributed to me or my organisation  

 
Name or Name of Organisation  
Aaron Bannigan  

  

Please provide details of a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. 

Email is preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these 

details.   
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Page 7: Your views on the proposal    

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to introduce strict liability for football 

clubs in Scotland?   



Fully Supportive  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response  
As a casual football supporter over the years I have been continually saddened by the failure of of the SFA 

to lead on this issue by introducing strict liability. While I can almost understand the clubs not wanting to 

alienate their core fanbase but the failure of the SFA to act flies in the face of the following items from their 

own fans charter: 7. Rivalry and opposition are part of fan culture but when that rivalry results in hatred  

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to introduce strict liability for football 

clubs in Scotland?   

then it’s taking things too far. 8. The behaviour of anyone in and around the stadium should do no physical 

harm to others or create the impression that any members of the community are not wanted at the game.   

  

Q2. Could the aims of this proposal be better delivered in another way (without a Bill in the Scottish 

Parliament)?   

Unsure  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response  
It may very well be possible but up until now those deemed responsible for the game in scotland seem to 

not have the appetite to change and as such are at risk of having matters taken out of their hands.  

  

Q3. What do you think would be the main advantages, if any, of holding clubs responsible for the 

behaviour of their supporters?   

If held liable then clubs are in one of the best positions to leverage decent behaviour either via individual 
fan sanctions or through positive enforcement within their communities. These people are their life blood 
and as such the clubs have an innate understanding of what messages resonate and how to put ideas 
across to them.   

  

  

Q4. What do you think would be the main disadvantages, if any, of holding clubs responsible for the 

behaviour of their supporters?   

This could set clubs on an adversarial footing with the scottish executive and as such other projects or 
developments may suffer as they seek to push back.   

  

  

Page 11: Behaviours and sanctions    

Q5. If there is to be a system of strict liability, which of the following behaviours do you think should be 

covered (choose all that apply)--   



The invasion or attempted invasion of a field of play  

 
The throwing of objects  

 
The lighting of fireworks or any other incendiary objects  

 
The use of laser pointers or similar electronic devices  

 
Violent or threatening behaviour  

Q5. If there is to be a system of strict liability, which of the following behaviours do you think should be 

covered (choose all that apply)--   

Abusive or offensive language or messages (including verbal abuse of any person by reference to their 

race, sex, sexual orientation, religion or belief or disability)  

 
Acts of damage  

 
Disorder in or near the stadium  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response  
All of the above constitute unacceptable behaviour in any environment where there are likely to be families 

with young children attending. However, I'm unsure if it is fair to hold clubs liable for behaviour outside a 

football stadium.  

  

Q6. If there is to be a system of strict liability, which of the following sanctions do you think should be available 

(choose all that apply)--   

Warning/reprimand  

 
Fine  

 
Ban on selling tickets to supporters for away matches  

 
Competition-specific penalties (e.g. deduction of points; withdrawal of title; disqualification/exclusion)  

 

Playing of a match behind closed doors (i.e. fans not able to attend)  

 
Community action (e.g. education programmes, working with local schools)  

  



Page 13: Financial implications    

Q7. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the 

proposed Bill to have on:   

 

 
   

Significant 

increase in 

cost  

Some  
increase 

in cost  

Broadly 

costneutral  
Some  

reduction 

in cost  

Significant 

reduction in 

cost  
Unsure  

 

(a) Football clubs        X           

(b) Football 

supporters and 

other individuals  
      X           

(c) Scottish  
Government and 

public sector 

bodies  

   X              

Q7. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the 
proposed Bill to have on:   

(such as Police  
Scotland)  

Please explain the reasons for your response.  
I would expect some increase in costs for the government to implement legislation but afterwards we 
shouldn't see much impact either to club or supporter unless behaviour is unmanageable in which event I 
would expect both to be liable for the the impact as opposed to the bill.  

  

Page 14: Equalities    

Q8. What overall impact is the proposed Bill likely to have on equality, taking account of the following 

protected characteristics (under the Equality Act 2010): age, disability, gender re-assignment, marriage and 

civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion and belief, sex, sexual orientation?   

Unsure   

  

Q9. In what ways could any negative impact of the proposed Bill on any of these protected characteristics 

be minimised or avoided?   

No Response   

  



Page 16: Sustainability of the proposal    

Q10. Do you consider that the proposed Bill can be delivered sustainably, i.e. without having likely future 

disproportionate economic, social and/or environmental impacts?   

Yes   

  

Page 17: General    

Q11. Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the proposal to introduce strict liability for 

football clubs in Scotland?   

No Response   

  


