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Page 2: About you    

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?   

an individual   

  

Which of the following best describes you? (If you are a professional or academic, but not in a subject 

relevant to the consultation, please choose "Member of the public".)   

Member of the public   

  

Please select the category which best describes your organisation   

No Response   

  

Please choose one of the following; if you choose the first option, please provide your name or the name 

of your organisation as you wish it to be published.   

I would like this response to be anonymous (the response may be published, but no name)  

 
Name or Name of Organisation  
nnnnnnnnnnnn  

  

Please provide details of a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. 

Email is preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these 

details.   

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
  

  

Page 7: Your views on the proposal    

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to introduce strict liability for football 

clubs in Scotland?   



Fully Supportive  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response  
Football has always played a massive part in my life. I have been attending matches since a young age. I 

was raised as an Old Firm fan and I am current Old Firm season ticket holder. I believe that some 

progress has been made by the clubs to deal with unacceptable behaviour. However, a minority continue 

to tarnish the reputation of Scottish football. This is particularly prevalent at high-profile matches. Strict 

Liability is in my view the only realistic proposal to eradicate unacceptable behaviour at football. I believe  

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to introduce strict liability for football 

clubs in Scotland?   

that Strict Liability should be introduced alongside educational programmes on sectarianism, racism, 

homophobia and a programme designed to tackle our nation's relationship with alcohol.  

  

Q2. Could the aims of this proposal be better delivered in another way (without a Bill in the Scottish 

Parliament)?   

No  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response  
The SFA are a member-run organisation and are not likely to introduce something which might penalise it's 

members. Therefore, Scottish Parliament intervention is required if we want to tackle the social issues 

surrounding football.  

  

Q3. What do you think would be the main advantages, if any, of holding clubs responsible for the 

behaviour of their supporters?   

1. It would encourage supporters, who already refer to their team as 'us/we/our' etc, to take 
responsibility for the image of the club and the fact that they represent the club at home and away.   
2. It would encourage self-policing within supporters groups and in the stands.   
3. It would encourage clubs to be more proactive when tackling unacceptable behaviour amongst 
their supporters.   
4. It would encourage a more family friendly atmosphere at football matches.   

  

  

Q4. What do you think would be the main disadvantages, if any, of holding clubs responsible for the 

behaviour of their supporters?   

No Response   
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Q5. If there is to be a system of strict liability, which of the following behaviours do you think should be 

covered (choose all that apply)--   

The invasion or attempted invasion of a field of play  

 

The throwing of objects  

 
The lighting of fireworks or any other incendiary objects  

 
The use of laser pointers or similar electronic devices  

 
Violent or threatening behaviour  

Q5. If there is to be a system of strict liability, which of the following behaviours do you think should be 

covered (choose all that apply)--   

Abusive or offensive language or messages (including verbal abuse of any person by reference to their 

race, sex, sexual orientation, religion or belief or disability)  

 
Acts of damage  

 

Disorder in or near the stadium  

  

Q6. If there is to be a system of strict liability, which of the following sanctions do you think should be available 

(choose all that apply)--   



Warning/reprimand  

 
Fine  

 
Ban on selling tickets to supporters for away matches  

 
Playing of a match behind closed doors (i.e. fans not able to attend)  

 
Partial stadium closure (i.e. certain sections of a stadium closed to fans)  

 
Playing of a match in a neutral stadium  

 

Restriction on the number of players that a club may register for participation in SFA competitions  

 
Community action (e.g. education programmes, working with local schools)  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response  
Whilst clubs can be found strictly liable, I still think that the level of action they have taken to tackle or 

prevent the behaviour in question should be taken into account when any reprimand is handed down. The 

reprimand should be proportional to the offence and the action taken by the club. So, for example, if Club A 

can show that they did everything in their power to prevent the behaviour, this would result in a lesser 

reprimand, rather than no liability whatsoever as under the current system.  
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Q7. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the 

proposed Bill to have on:   

 

  

(b) Football 

supporters and 

other individuals  
      X           

 



(c) Scottish  
Government and 

public sector bodies  
(such as Police 

Scotland)  

      X           
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Q8. What overall impact is the proposed Bill likely to have on equality, taking account of the following 

protected characteristics (under the Equality Act 2010): age, disability, gender re-assignment, marriage and 

civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion and belief, sex, sexual orientation?   

Positive   

  

Q9. In what ways could any negative impact of the proposed Bill on any of these protected characteristics 

be minimised or avoided?   

No Response   

  

Page 16: Sustainability of the proposal    

Q10. Do you consider that the proposed Bill can be delivered sustainably, i.e. without having likely future 

disproportionate economic, social and/or environmental impacts?   

Yes   

  

Page 17: General    

Q11. Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the proposal to introduce strict liability for 

football clubs in Scotland?   

No Response   

  


