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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?   

an individual   

  

Which of the following best describes you? (If you are a professional or academic, but not in a subject 

relevant to the consultation, please choose "Member of the public".)   

Member of the public   

  

Please select the category which best describes your organisation   

No Response   

  

Please choose one of the following; if you choose the first option, please provide your name or the name 

of your organisation as you wish it to be published.   

I am content for this response to be attributed to me or my organisation  

 
Name or Name of Organisation  
David Menzies  

  

Please provide details of a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. 

Email is preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these 

details.   
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Page 7: Your views on the proposal    

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to introduce strict liability for football 

clubs in Scotland?   



Fully Supportive  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response  
Having been to the hearts v hibs cup replay at easter road last Wednesday, and witnessing hibs fans yet 

again being over 'exhuberant' and entering the field of play on all 3 occasions that they scored, and also 

witnessing the stewards allowing every single encroacher to return to the stand unhindered. I feel it's only 

a matter of time before the events of the 2016 cup final rears it's head at hibs again. The strict liability bill  

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to introduce strict liability for football 

clubs in Scotland?   

will force clubs and fans alike to monitor their own behaviour and act accordingly or the club pays the price 

for unruly behaviour.  

  

Q2. Could the aims of this proposal be better delivered in another way (without a Bill in the Scottish 

Parliament)?   

Yes (if so, please explain below)  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response  
The SFA should've and could've dealt with this and similiar sectarian issues a long time ago, but 

unfortunately they continually shirk their responsibility to all their members. So even though I've said it 

could be dealt with outwith the political arena I feel that it wouldn't be, so unfortunately this is the only 

option left.  

  

Q3. What do you think would be the main advantages, if any, of holding clubs responsible for the 

behaviour of their supporters?   

As a hearts supporter who has been season ticket holder for over 10 years and until very recently 
attended the majority of away matches. I feel the bigotry and racism is steadily increasing again 
especially at away games (why I no longer attend away games). I'm all for challenging people's vile 
abuse, but it may result in me being banned if I retaliate to others attack so I've withdrawn myself from 
that possibility.  
This bill would, I imagine, force supporters clubs and associations to steward their own fans and to take 
greater responsibility for anti-social acts committed by their fellow supporters.   

  

  

Q4. What do you think would be the main disadvantages, if any, of holding clubs responsible for the 

behaviour of their supporters?   

The only disadvantage I can think of is for fans who are intent on being dicks and ruining it for ordinary 
supporters, could result in a falling out of different sections of fans, but I can live with that.   
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Q5. If there is to be a system of strict liability, which of the following behaviours do you think should be 

covered (choose all that apply)--   

The invasion or attempted invasion of a field of play  

 
The throwing of objects  

 
The lighting of fireworks or any other incendiary objects  

 
The use of laser pointers or similar electronic devices  

Q5. If there is to be a system of strict liability, which of the following behaviours do you think should be 

covered (choose all that apply)--   

Violent or threatening behaviour  

 
Abusive or offensive language or messages (including verbal abuse of any person by reference to their 

race, sex, sexual orientation, religion or belief or disability)  

 
Acts of damage  

 
Disorder in or near the stadium  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response  
While Ive been known to utter an expletive or 12 at the football myself I feel that designated family sections 

could give that security of not hearing bad language. I don't think it's possible however (especially here in 

Scotland) to eliminate bad language from what is fundamentally a working class sport and it's part and 

parcel of the way we interact., however offensive and discriminatory language has no place in modern 

Scotland.  

  

Q6. If there is to be a system of strict liability, which of the following sanctions do you think should be available 

(choose all that apply)--   



Warning/reprimand  

 
Fine  

 
Ban on selling tickets to supporters for away matches  

 
Match-specific penalties (e.g. annulment of result; requiring a match to be replayed; forfeiting a match)  

 
Competition-specific penalties (e.g. deduction of points; withdrawal of title; disqualification/exclusion)  

 
Playing of a match behind closed doors (i.e. fans not able to attend)  

 
Partial stadium closure (i.e. certain sections of a stadium closed to fans)  

 
Playing of a match in a neutral stadium  

 
Restriction on the number of players that a club may register for participation in SFA competitions  

 
Community action (e.g. education programmes, working with local schools)  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response  
In my opinion the heavier and more costly to both club and fans the quicker this issue could be resolved. If 

a fan causes their club to lose points or face removal from a cup, the lessons will be learned and resolved 

very quickly in my honest opinion.  
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Q7. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the 

proposed Bill to have on:   

 

 
   

Significant 

increase in 

cost  

Some  
increase 

in cost  

Broadly 

costneutral  
Some  

reduction 

in cost  

Significant 

reduction in 

cost  
Unsure  

 

(a) Football clubs           X        

(b) Football 

supporters and 

other individuals  
   X              

(c) Scottish  
Government and 

public sector bodies  
(such as Police 

Scotland)  

   X              



 

Please explain the reasons for your response.  

As far as clubs are concerned if their travelling support stop damaging or vandalising seating and toilets 
then surely the cost of having to having to pay for repairs to theIr opponents stadia would go to 0.  
Individual fans who are intent on being pains will see an increase in cost until they grow up or get banned, 

entirely their choice. As for police scotland after an initial increase in spend , I'm sure once the impact of 

the bill hits home, the need for such a huge police presence will drop along with the cost to clubs and 

police respectively.  
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Q8. What overall impact is the proposed Bill likely to have on equality, taking account of the following 

protected characteristics (under the Equality Act 2010): age, disability, gender re-assignment, marriage and 

civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion and belief, sex, sexual orientation?   

Positive  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response  
It would create a safer environment which should in turn encourage greater diversity and involvement at 

club and community level.  

  

Q9. In what ways could any negative impact of the proposed Bill on any of these protected characteristics 

be minimised or avoided?   

If the bill is not stringent enough and not adhered to equally to ALL clubs then it could do untold damage 
and would make it unworkable.   
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Q10. Do you consider that the proposed Bill can be delivered sustainably, i.e. without having likely future 

disproportionate economic, social and/or environmental impacts?   

Unsure  

 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  
The only issue that I feel could impact on the bills legitimacy is if it's implementation is mismanaged or is 

diluted to an extent that it's whole purpose would be ineffectual.  
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Q11. Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the proposal to introduce strict liability for 

football clubs in Scotland?   

In no way should there be a return to alcohol being made available during games.  
  

  


